the text. Hamm asserts that "the use of physical seeing as a metaphor for spiritual insight is a commonplace in the religious literature of the world," 1 and I would argue that such a metaphorical usage of blindness is by no means limited to religious literature either. Before attending to the eyes and to blindness, let us fi rst discuss the place of disabilities in the ancient world, particularly in a world in which such a physical defi ciency would imply a corresponding moral defi ciency.
Disability in the Greco-Roman World
While this chapter is not a study on disability per se, a rudimentary understanding of disability in the ancient world is necessary in order to understand what an ancient auditor might have thought of a blind character in literature. Many modern studies on disability are available, 2 and this work is not one them. Instead, this study is interested exclusively in the understanding of disability in the ancient world, and it leaves to other, more capable scholars the task of teasing out the implications for the modern reader.
Perfection in the Greek world is ideal; disabilities miss the mark of perfection. Therefore to be disabled, in the mind of a physiognomically- Disability (Nashville: Abingdon, 1994) , which is a kind of theological primer written from the perspective of disability studies. Drawing on a range of theological methods, including social scientifi c methods and liberation theology, she paints a picture of a God who is on the side of the disabled and pursues justice and liberation for the disabled. In fact, she even argues that we meet a disabled God in the Eucharistic meal itself, where we fi nd as a central symbol of Christianity a God who brings redemption through the brokenness of his own body.
